The 2007 meeting of this ILP Task Force was organized in Marrakech (Morocco) in association with the American Association of Petroleum Geology (AAPG), the MAPG, and ONHYM (Moroccan Association of Petroleum Geology and National Moroccan Exploration Company, respectively), aiming at the study of vertical motion in the Atlas Mountains and adjacent offshore basins at the junction between the Mediterranean and Central Atlantic margins. A field trip was also organized by university colleagues in the Atlas Mountains (Taki et al. 2007) . Main scientific results presented during this conference were published in a special issue of Tectonophysics (Bertotti et al. 2009 ).
We crossed again the Atlantic in 2008 to reconvene in Ensenada in Baja California, Mexico, close to the US border, with a joint meeting with other ILP teams involved in the study of geohazards. This conference was hosted by CICESE (Centro de Investigacion Cientifica y de Educacion Superior de Ensenada, Baja California), involving also the Mexican Institute of Petroleum (IMP) and the Mexican Union of Geophysics (Union Geofisica Mexicana) who edited an abstract and program volume (Delgado-Argotte et al. 2008) . The conference benefited also from an excellent field trip dedicated to the opening of the Gulf of California (Suarez-Vidal 2008) .
Thanks to a strong support from the Ministry of Energy of Abu Dhabi, the 2009 conference of the ILP Task Force 6 was held in the Emirates, in Abu Dhabi, addressing for the time for ILP discussions between universities and industry on lithosphere dynamics and sedimentary basins of the Arabian plate. British Geological Survey (BGS) and the University of Al Ain organized two successful field trips in the Emirati foothills near Al Ain and in the Dibba Zone and Semail ophiolite in Fujairah Fowler et al. 2009 ). Pr. Al Amri was kind enough to invite the Task Force to edit a first ILP topical issue of the AJGS by then (Roure et al. 2010a, b) , whereas Springer published a book compiling another set of chapters presented at the conference (Al Hosani et al. 2010) .
We came back to Europe in Albania for the 2010 ILP Task Force conference, hosted in Tirana by the Polytechnic University, the main focus being the local geodynamics and geohazards, and Albania providing a unique natural laboratory for the study of active tectonics and further couplings with sedimentary processes and fluid rock interactions. Two field trips were organized in the Ionian Basin and Periadriatic depression in the south, and the Kruja and Krasta zones and Mirdita ophiolite in the north (Durmishi et al. 2011a, b) . Main scientific results presented during the meeting were published in a special issue of the Italian Journal of Geosciences .
We moved to South Africa in 2011, with dedicated ILP sessions at the Geosynthesis conference organized in Cape Town by SAGA and the Geological Society of South Africa (GSSA). This was an opportunity for German teams to share preliminary results of their SAMPLE program on the architecture and geodynamic evolution of conjugate margins of the South Atlantic with other scientists from local countries, and for French teams to do the same for scientific outcomes of the Topo-Africa project, and main scientific results presented in Cape Town being included in a special issue of Tectonophysics .
Thanks to the support of Geoscience Australia, the national geological survey, IUGS, and IUGG, the ILP Task Force 6 on sedimentary basins benefited from a dedicated room and specific sessions on compressional, transform, and passive margins during the entire length of the World International Congress held in Brisbane in 2012. Main results on hyperextended margins presented during the congress were subsequently published in a dedicated memoir of the Geological Society of London (Gibson et al. 2015) .
Back to France to discuss on the geodynamics and sedimentary basins of the Mediterranean and its surrounding countries, the 2013 meeting of the Task Force was hosted in Marseille by the CEREGE team (Aix-Marseille University), with support once again from the SGF who published the main scientific results presented during the meeting in a special issue of the Bulletin (Séranne et al. 2015) . Worth mentioning, the local organizers guided also an exciting field trip combining onshore and marine tour, documenting the Paleogene inversions of the Alpine foreland in Provence (Floquet and Lamarche 2013) .
Our target for 2014 was to come back to the Middle East and Arabian late, and we were lucky enough to get the full support from the Faculty of Earth Sciences of King Abdulaziz University to host our last yearly meeting in Jeddah. Despite the fact that we could get over 100 registrants and more than 140 abstract contributions dealing for the second time on the lithosphere dynamics and sedimentary basins of the Arabian plate and its surroundings, we had to cancel this international event at the last minute, due to delays in the delivery of visas for foreign participants. Fortunately, we could still get the full support from the Saudi Society of Earth Sciences and Springer to edit this second ILP topical issue of the AJGS, as well as a companion book to be published in the Frontiers in Earth Sciences series (Roure et al. 2016) , in order to still keep the benefit of the scientific presentations initially scheduled for this conference.
From 2005 to 2014, the ILP Task Force 6 on sedimentary basins was also present on a yearly basis with dedicated sessions at the EGU in Vienna, which resulted also in the publication of numerous special issues from Tectonophysics and Marine and Petroleum Geology Gaullier et al. 2013) .
Since 2015, this ILP Task Force is now driven by Liviu Matenco (Tectonic Group, Utrecht University, the Netherlands) and Fadi H. Nader (IFPEN, Rueil-Malmaison, France). They coordinated with colleagues from the Tokyo University, the last meeting held in Japan in 2015, dealing with circum-Pacific island arcs and back-arc systems. The Task Force on sedimentary basins will contribute in 2016 to a joint task force meeting in Clermont-Ferrand, France, and has longer term plans for conferences in the Eastern Mediterranean (Cyprus) and around the world to still address yearly meetings on lithosphere dynamics and sedimentary basins. They will for sure come back in a near future in the Middle East for a third conference on the Arabian plate.
Scientific topics addressed by this topical issue
Ten papers have been accepted for publication in this topical issue, covering a wide range of scientific topics, including the sedimentary infill (part I), tectonic styles (part II), and basin modeling (part III), with a selection of case studies from the Arabian plate (Iraq, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Yemen) and analogues from Pakistani outcrops, Cenozoic rift of the Gulf of Suez in Egypt, compressional structures in the Tunisian foothills and Algerian offshore, as well as from the more mature South African passive margin, which segmented another portion of former Gondwana.
The first part of this issue is dedicated to sedimentary infill and reservoirs. Its first paper by Serra-Kiel et al. provides an accurate description of large Cenozoic foraminifera from Dhofar and Socotra, which will be useful to date the coeval strata and improve regional stratigraphic correlations. In contrast, Jaju et al. focused their study on a regional synthesis of sandstone and carbonate reservoirs from the Arabian platform in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with the aim to differentiate saline aquifers which could be used for long-term CO 2 sequestration, from fresh water aquifers which must be preserved for agriculture and other societal uses, as well as some specific hydrocarbon-bearing reservoirs that would deserve specific enhanced oil recovery (EOR) techniques for improving the recovery of heavy oil. The third paper by Bédir et al. is based also on subsurface data, i.e., well and seismic reflection profiles, and seismic stratigraphic studies in order to better identify the lateral changes from deltaic to deep water environments and predict the reservoir potential of Miocene series from the Gulf of Hammamet in Tunisia, at regional scale, in a structurally complex domain where successive inversion and extensional tectonics impacted drastically the sedimentation. The last paper of this chapter, by Shah et al., focused on fluidrock interactions and reservoir prediction in Jurassic zebra dolomites from the Margalla Hills in Pakistan.
The second part comprises a set of papers focusing on structural styles. Among them, two are related to extensional systems developing at the western and southern margins of the Arabian plate, i.e., the pre-salt and salt architecture and sedimentary infill of the Gulf of Suez by Rohais et al., as well as other salt structures evidenced in the Jurassic rift basin of Yemen by Tari et al. The two other papers of this chapter deal with the Atlas Mountains and adjacent foreland in Tunisia. The first of these two papers discussed the location of the thin-skinned tectonic front of the foothills, which accounts for true Atlassic structures detached within Triassic series, as compared to rather thick-skinned inversion features recorded in the adjacent foreland and in the offshore (Khomsi et al.) , whereas the second one by El Amari et al. is more focused on the Chotts range in the southern part of the Tunisian Atlas.
The last part is dedicated to basin modeling, with a paper by Arab et al. on coupled stratigraphic, kinematic, and petroleum modeling of an active continental margin in the Algerian offshore, and a paper by Dressel et al. on a coupled thermomechanical 3D study aiming at reconstructing the longterm subsidence history of the SW African passive continental margin during the successive stages of the opening of the Southern Atlantic. 
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